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domesticated fairyland. Their term of courtship is ended. But,
inhabiting the air from pole to pole, they are exempt from the
constraints of housekeeping. Acorn-cups impose no fellow-
ship. There is nothing to compound mere whim and vagary.
In a house on earth, presumably it little matters whether the
Indian boy be known as master's or as mistress's servant. But
in fairyland such problems do not settle themselves. Mere
personal preference and mood are left in entire control of
fairy life. Afiection follows fancy, and the consequent state of
sentimental anarchy is never ordered by obligation to the
world. Titania and Oberon are, of course, the better fairies
for their lack of human principles in their behaviour* But the
more fairy, the less fitted for the responsibilities of the settled
human institution of marriage.

The exposure of Oberon and Titania's conjugal relationship
is comedy fulfilling its natural function, glorifying those
settled institutions of man's social existence which owe their
persistence to mankind's experience that such as these make for
his welfare in the substantial problem of living life in. the world
as the world is. Marriage is to the comic dramatist the bene-
ficent arrangement through which mankind achieves a maxi-
mum of human joy and a minimum of social disability. Of
course, at a later stage comedy may look to proportionately
minor disadvantages in the social habit of marriage and
monogamy: but its first law is to insist on the common sense
of the settled habit, and only later will it suggest possible and
relatively minor modifications of that habit. Shakespeare will
justify the world's practice, Shaw will suggest minor adapta-
tions, or even plead that the real world itself has developed
qualities requiring, on the same grounds of common sense, a
complete overhauling of hitherto conventional and fixed
practices. At all events, in A Midsummer Night's Dream,
wedlock and housekeeping are imposed on man for his
advantage; and the advantage as a social being he gains thereby
is made patent by setting beside him the undomesticated
irresponsible beings of fairyland. Fairy whim was not even to